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Wine Club Member Allocations 
March 2019 

 
 
Level 1: 
Chais Saint-Laurent Chardonnay Le Petit Mont 2016 (100% Chardonnay) 
Loire Valley, France 
 
Chais Saint Laurent was founded by Jean Mounard, a negoçiant and winemaker who 
retired from large-scale production to focus on single-vineyard and site-specific wines in 
the Loire Valley. Jean works with growers who focus on quality, organic production, and 
environmental sustainability. The grapes for this Chardonnay were sourced from several 
organically farmed parcels in Touraine. The wine was fermented in stainless steel, with no 
malolactic fermentation...in other words, no oak and no butter! It shows a precise acid 
and purity of fruit, with a nice texture from spending 6 months on the lees . Try it with a 
creamy pasta or risotto dish! 
 
Oupia Minervois Rouge 2016 (50% Carignan, 30% Syrah, 20% Grenache) 
Minervois, Languedoc, France 
 
. The late André Iché was one of the first winemakers in the Languedoc to break from the 
local co-op, purchase his own bottling line, and focus on quality above quantity. The 
winery is now run by André’s daughter Marie-Pierre and winemaker Laurent Battle.  
The Carignan vines range in age from 50 to 100 years old, on hillsides in the subregion of 
Minervois. The Syrah vines are over 40 years old. Hand-harvested and mostly 
destemmed, the wine is aged for 2 years in a combination of cement and neutral barrel, 
allowing it to evolve without imparting any ‘oakiness.’ A beautiful nose dark fruits and 
purple flowers, with an elegant structure. Pair with sausages or grilled red meats! 
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Level 2: 
Chais Saint-Laurent Touraine Sauvignon Les Jarriers 2017 (100% Sauvignon Blanc)  
Touraine, Loire Valley, France 
 
Another gem from Chais Saint Laurent! The name ‘Jarriers’ translates generally to ‘place 
of the oaks’, named for the forest that borders the vineyard. And speaking of vineyard…! 
The 3 hectare plot has been farmed organically for over a decade. It’s located within the 
Vouvray appellation, but bears the broader Touraine designation, as Sauvignon blanc 
isn’t a ‘permitted’ varietal in the AOC of Vouvray. Fermented on indigenous yeast and 
aged on the lees in stainless steel for 6 months. Enjoy as an aperitif or pair with fresh 
goat cheeses and fish dishes garnished with lemon and herbs. 
 
 
Mont Rocher Carignan 2016 (100% Carignan) 
Languedoc, France 
 
Back to the Languedoc! This cherry red hued beauty is full of juicy berry fruit, and a hint 
of vanilla. The grapes were sourced from several sustainably farmed sites from the 
Languedoc in southern France. Cozy up inside and pair it with a chilly evening and duck 
cassoulet! 
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Level 3: 
Chais Saint-Laurent Sancerre ‘Varennes du Clos’ 2017 (100% Sauvignon Blanc) 
Vouvray, Loire Valley, France 
 
The Chais Saint-Laurent love continues! Sauvignon Blanc from from the small region of 
Sancerre in the eastern part of the Loire Valley. The fruit comes from parcels grown on 
the three principal soils that make up Sancerre’s classic terroir: limestone, schist, and 
silex. Vinified with minimal handling and given extended lees contact, the  Varennes du 
Clos  is an expression of the essential character of Sancerre. Fresh and ripe with lovely 
minerality, the nose and palate show notes of citrus fruits and a hint of flintiness. 
Delightful with fresh goat cheeses, oysters and sushi or sashimi! 
 
Iuli ‘Natalin’ Vino Rosso 2017 (100% Grignolino) 
Monferrato, Piedmont, Italy 
 
The winery is located in a small little town called Montaldo (the population of Montaldo is 
barely 110 people!) which is in the somewhat undiscovered region of Monferrato in 
Piedmont. Fabrizio is the winemaker of Iuli, and calls himself a barberista, for his love, 
focus, and dedication to the Barbera grape. In addition to Barbera, Fabrizio grows a 
number of other varietals, all organically farmed. In fact, the land surrounding the town 
has always been cultivated without chemicals for as long as his father can remember. 
The 2017 Natalin is 100% Grignolino aged in concrete for 7 months. Fresh and elegant 
with aromas of black fruits and a hint of spice on the palate. This Grignolino pairs 
beautifully with tomato-based pasta dishes, pizzas and mature cheeses. 
 
 


